THE ARMY DOES NOT SURRENDER

i,

Convinced that the Nationalist Command wished to
occupy the different zones in the manner which by my
order our representatives had suggested to him, but much
more swiftly, I gave orders to the General in Command of
Aggroupment, in which I authorised the retreat from the
front by all officers and soldiers who would be considered
responsible, and said that the units should remain in their
positions until they received orders to surrender. Even in
giving these orders, I knew that the troops would leave the
front before they would surrender, but I could not state
this officially as it might have produced violence and also
because I wanted to hold the fronts without fighting as
long as possible, to give time for collecting those who were
to be evacuated.

When my work in Madrid was finished I had reached
the most unhappy moment of my life. Circumstances
forced me to depart without taking leave of my friends,
but I felt much more deeply the fact that I had to leave
Madrid without saying good-bye to the great people of the
capital whom I had always loved so much and for whom
I had worked so long, trying to make bearable their
privations and sacrifices. I left with the conviction that
the Madrid populace would never confuse me with those
wretches who had lived by the war at the cost of the
people, but that they would keep a grateful memory of
me. I must admit that during my journey from the
Chancellery (in which my headquarters had been) to
Algete, from which aerodrome I should take a plane, I
suffered indescribable emotions. I felt the anguish of
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